Information for those concerned about regional disadvantage

Website

http://www.deewr.gov.au/HigherEducation/Pages/TransformingAustraliasHESystem.aspx 

Sample letter to be sent as an email attachment

Dear …

I/We wish to bring to your notice the inequity faced by young people required to live away from home to access higher education. The cost to families is approximately $20,000 per year for rent and basic living expenses. This does not include the additional expenses related to tertiary study.

(Outline your situation/views here)

This disadvantage creates a barrier to the participation of young people from rural and regional areas who are four times less likely to go on to higher  education than their metropolitan counterparts .

The proposed changes to the eligibility criteria for the Independent Youth Allowance will place a further burden on families in rural and regional areas. For many young people it will mean the loss of any opportunity to leave home and study the course of their choice at university.

We are seeking:

· Recognition of the hardship caused by the proposed changes to the Independent Youth allowance

· Adjustment of the parental income thresholds to reflect the additional costs associated with a student having to live away from home to study. 

· Measures to redress the disparity in participation in higher education between rural/regional and city students including an equivalence of the Independent Youth Allowance. This recognises the inequity and ensures that all young people who have to live away from home to study their course of choice are supported.

Please address this issue of regional disadvantage on our/ my behalf in the Senate so that all young people who have to live way from home to study the course of their choice are supported through the equivalence of the Independent Youth Allowance.

Yours sincerely
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