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Local Learning & Employment Network





MEDIA RELEASE

South-west Victorian students and their families are being encouraged to send an urgent plea to the federal government to make it fairer for local students to attend university.
The South West Local Learning and Employment Network wants people affected by changes to the Youth Allowance system to make a submission to the government’s Review into Student Income Reforms.

Submissions must be lodged by April 28 by email to rsisr@deewr.gov.au. 
The reforms have disadvantaged many country students.
“These reforms have clearly made it more difficult for rural and regional students to afford to leave home to pursue further education,” South West LLEN Chief Executive Officer Toni Jenkins said.

“It’s not fair and we want families who have been adversely affected by these changes and students who have had their aspirations destroyed to make their voices heard,” Ms Jenkins said.
“Instead of making it easier for country students to do the course of their choice, the changes have made it more difficult.”
Ms Jenkins said submissions did not need to not be long or technical. “They just need to get the message across that our young people require more support to be able to get to the university course of choice.”
The changes included the removal of `inner regional’ areas, including the Warrnambool region, from eligibility for Independent Youth Allowance support and a requirement that students must complete a minimum 18 months full-time work and earn a higher amount to qualify for Independent Youth Allowance. 

“We know of students in our region who have not gone on to university because they are now ineligible for government support and simply can’t afford to go,” Ms Jenkins said. “We also know of students who felt compelled to go straight from school to university without a gap year because they realised they couldn’t meet the new criteria. This is putting awful strain on families.” 

Ms Jenkins said data proved that young people in rural and regional areas were less likely to complete a university degree
The latest On Track data shows only 36.6 per cent of year 12 students in south-west Victoria go on to university the year after completing their schooling compared to 49 per cent across Victoria.

“The rates of university attainment are substantially higher in metropolitan areas but from an economic and social perspective regional areas need the same level of qualifications,” Ms Jenkins said.

Details of the review and key questions for submissions are available at: http://www.deewr.gov.au/HigherEducation/Programs/YouthAllowance/Pages/RSISROverview.aspx.

Ms Jenkins said the changes were announced last year in response to the Bradley Review of Australian Higher Education.

While intended to ensure fairer access to student income support across Australia and to cut down on rorting, Ms Jenkins said the reforms had failed to deliver for rural and regional areas.
“Part of the change addressed the fact young people from metropolitan areas were claiming Independent Youth Allowance while still living at home. What should have happened was greater enforcement of guidelines to ensure this did not occur. The change in policy has caused chaos amongst rural students”
Minister for Tertiary Education Senator Chris Evans said the review would consider all elements of the Government’s student income support reforms and make any necessary recommendations for changes to achieve the reform objectives, within the constraints of current tight budgetary conditions. 

“In particular, the review will recommend options for removing regional eligibility distinctions for Youth Allowance,” he said.
“Any impact on current students will be carefully considered.”

The review will report to the Australian Government by July 1, 2011 and the report will be tabled in both Houses of Parliament within 10 sitting days.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Toni Jenkins

55 610047

